
Preparing Your Search Strategy: Identify Key Concepts 

 
Topic:  How does the  construction  of new baseball and football   stadiums    affect   city budgets   and city services?      
 

Main subject area or areas :  sports, urban studies, business   
 

Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3  Concept 4 
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city budget* 
 

OR 
 

municipal budget* 
 

OR 
 

economic impact 
 

OR 
 

financ* 
 

OR 
 

public fund* 
 

OR 
 

cost* 
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Not needed with this 

example, although you 

could add a 

specific geographic 

region – the name of a 

state or city or country 

as a fourth concept. 
 

If you need to focus 

your search results, 

consider adding city 

services as a fourth 

concept along with 

types of services 

(like schools, parks, 

police, etc.) 
 

Adding more concepts 

always narrows your 

search results. 

 

Think about different endings for your words.  Use the truncation wild card when appropriate. 

The asterisk * is commonly used.  For example:  financ* will give you finance, finances, financial, financing. 

 

© 2006  Transitioning to College: Helping You Succeed  www.transitioning2college.org   


