History 23801

The American West
T/TH 1:00-2:20

Jesse James Office Hours:
112 Sccial SciencesAnnex MW 2-3 (Sccial SciencesAnnex 112)
789-1234 Tuesday 10:30-12

(Certerfor Academic Advising)

De<ription:

No other part of the country is so surrounded by myth, historical misinterpretations, and
hype asthe AmericanWed. In this course, we will seek to undergand the Wed asit was
and how it hascome to be known. Certral to our understanding is the concept of
regonalism Bwe will examine the Wed asboth a place and asa proces. Through the
longer lens of time, we canmore carefully determine the role of history and myth on the
way the regon hasdevelopedin the twentieth certury.

Thisis not a class on OfratierOhistory; consequertly John Wayne will share equal
footing with Gearge Custer, Ralph Laurenwith John Fremant, and Sarta Fe style with
SartaFe. We will study the Indianwarsand the Cold War; the Battlesof Wounded Knee
of 1890 and 1973.

In addition to our examination of wegernmythology, we will study how that mythology
hasinfl uencedthe political culturesof the regon --- from the Spanish monarchy to the
theacracyof Utah, from the Famers' Allianceto California Progressivism, ard from the
FreakPower Party of 1970s Aspento the cowboy conservatism of Ronald Reagn

Goals:
* A working comprehersion of the historical narraive of the AmericanWeg

* A fundamerntal underganding of the skills of historical research
e Theahllity tofind, analyze,and process both primary and secandary sources

* Theahlity toreadcritically a variety of sourcesand apply your amalysisto larger
historiographic trends

* Theahlity to put your skillsto work in a historical ressarchpaper

* To ahility present your ideasin both formal and informal settings



CollegePolicies:

Academic Integity:

The CollegeOsinderganding and expectationsin regardto issuesof acacemic honegy are fully articulated
in the Code of Acacemic Integity and form anessertial part of theimplicit contract betweenthe student
and the College. The Code providesa framework to help studerts develop their own personal integrity.

Whileyou are a studert atthis callege, you will be treatdasadults. You areexpectedto know and
ahide by the rulesof theinstitution asdescribedin the Handbook of Selected Callege Policies
Paricular attertion should be directed to the appropriate use of materials availal e on-line through the
Interret It isimportart thatyou readand understard the CollegeOgolicy on the ethical use of
informaion. Whetherintertional or not, improper use of materials canbe considereda violation of
acacakmic honegy.

Cheaing in any of your acadmic work is a serious breachof the Code of Academic Integity and
will result in anF for the ertire course. Such violations include turning in arother personOswork
asyour own, copying from any source without proper citation, crossing the boundary of whatis
allowedin a group project, ard lying in connecion with your acaagmic work. You will be held
regponsible for your actions.

Conflicts betweenAcademic Regponsibilitiesand Co-curri cular/ Extra-curri cular Activities

This CollegeOdundamertal purposeis to stimulate its studerts to reachthe highes stardard of
intellectual achievemert, one that will support their developmert asindependent, regponsible, and
creatve humanbeings. Asareallt, studerts areexpectedto give the higheg priority to their acacemic
commitmerts.

The academic program is complemented by other opportunitiesthat are desgned to broaden and errich
the developmert of eachstudert. Thes complemertary programsinclude athletic, cultural, educational,
and volunteeractvities Sometimesconflicts arise for students betweenacademic commitmerts and co-
curricularfextra-curricular acivities Students, faculty, staff, and administrators all share the
regonsibility of recognizing, minimizing and resolving these conflicts.

Recording Classroom Activities

No studert may record or tape or photograph any clasroom activity without my express writtenconsert.
If astudert believesthat he/sheis disabed and needs to recad or tape classroom activities hefshe should
contactthe Offi ce of the Secretary to requed anappropriate accanmodation.

The Leaning Center

If you area studert with adocumertedlearning disahlity in this course, please regster with the
Director of the Learring Certer (ext. 1234). The Learring Certerislocatedin Building A and is
the offi cethat will assist you in developing a planto address your acacemic needs and
adustmerts.



Course Policies:

Attendance:
Y ou areexpectedto faithfully attend this class. Y ou are further expectedto be on time. Showing up lateis
asign of disregect to the class.

Classroom:

Turn off cell phonesand other personal electronics before entering the classroom. Do not be late. Go to
the bathroom before class. Try to be professional. Use appropriate language. Treateveryone in class with
respect

Due Dates
The due datesfor all assignments are listedon this syllabus. No late paperswill be accepted

Office Hours:

One of the great valuesof asmall liberalarts callege is the personal contact betweenfacuty and studerts.
If you have a problem in class: you are falling behind, you will have to miss a class, anassignmert has
you vexed, you have missed class and wart to find out what you missed email is NOT the bed wayto
communicate. Come seeme during my office hours. Too oftenwhat might take 4-5 back-and-forth
messages(and several days) through email, canbe resolved in one five-minute conversation. That said,
ard with the full underganding that email is NOT the beg way to reslve pressing issues my email
addressisjjames@coallege.edu.

Falling Behind:

| follow an absolute Oen-doorOpolicy. If you have any quedions, arny quedions, or find yourself falling
behind in this course (or in your semeder), contact me immedately. | canmeetwith studerts any day of
the weekat any reasonable hour of the day. Do not dig yourself into a hole that could impactyour ertire
cdlegate career.



Texts:
White, 1tOs¥our Misfortune and None of My Own
Milner, Butler, and Lewis, Major Problens in the History of the American Weg
Barth, The Lewis and Clark Expedtion
Calloway, Our Hearts Fell to the Ground
Stoll, U.S. Environmentalism since 1945

Assignments/Grades

1) Plagarism Workshop: Go to the web page below and complete the ertire plagarism asignmert. As
you finish eachsecion print it off. Thisincludesall the assignmerts on notetaking, knowing which
sourcesto acknowledge, documenting sources and avoiding plagarism. Bring your work to class by
Sepgemter 4. http://bcsbedfordstmartins.com/pladarismtutorial/

D/A/Ws 30: 5 pointseach
Final Exam 20 points
Prdfessionalism 20 points

Brief History with Documerts 30 points

Total 100 points

Assignment Descri ptions:

D/A/W: Throughout the semeger, we will becane historical acors. Through ananalysis of primary
materials eachstudert will create their own historical documert and make anargumert or offer advice.
Each student will be regponsible for turning in their D/A/W before discussion begns. Thes assignmerts,
2-3 page position papersbasedon the documerts contained within that chapter, will serveto lead our
discussions. In eachcas, you will actasanadvisor to a historical figure and recanmend a course of
acion givenparticular scererios. Thefirst D/A/W assignmert is on this syllabus the otherswill be posted
to the Discussion List.

Final Exam: At the end of the semederyou will be givena cumulative take-home examination. The
examwill bein three parts: ashort amnswer section in whichyou will take a position and provide a short
regponse using appropriate details and examplesfrom the texts and lectures a quedion aking you to
compare and contrag some of the readngs, and alonger essay in which you offer a more-detailed
historical explamation for a particular problem. Eachstudert will sign a pledge promising that the work
they do will be their own. The peralty for acadmic dishonegy isinstant and auomaic failure for the
course.

Professionalism: Eachstudert is not only expectedto attend class reqularly, but also to intelligertly
participate in class discussions. You will have the opportunity to demastrate this professionalism each
meetng asyou address the class quegion of the day. Thiswill require prior preparation and the
willingness to speakup in class. Thereis no easer way to improve your gradce thanto cometo clas
preparedand willing to take partin a discussion. What this mears more thananything is keepng up with
thereadngs. Your grade will absolutely depend upon your commerts on our shared readngs and the
ahility to sharethose thoughts with others Bring in notes have something to contribute, be willing to
listenand apply whatyou know with your classmates

Bri ef History with Documents Paper:

Each studert will prepare their own vergon of a (Brief History with Documerts.O

We will take amore recert evert and using one of our threesupplemertary texts asa model, prepare a
mock Bedford St. Martinstext. | will hand out a sheetof potertial topicslater this semeger, but your
ideasare always encouraged



Schedule:

August 28: Introduction and Introductions:
The Weg - The view from New Mexico:
Coronado
Juande Onate
RobertJ. Opperheimer

August 30: Discussion: Crade of Democracyor Legacy of Conquest: The HistorianOdVes

Reading: Turner, OSjnificarce of the Frontierin American HistoryO
Limerick, et al on Electronic Resrves
White, 3-4
Milner, 1-39

Toconsider: Whereto begn? Well first diges and be abe to off er pithy summariesof each argumert.
Try to undergand why each historianrefl ects their own times What might each view asthe larger
purpose of history? Underlineimportant pasagesand | etOgliscuss them. These are importart articles
have something to say.
Sepgember 4: Discussion/Lecture: The Archaedogical Weg 40,000 b.c.-800 a.d.

Due: Plagarism Workshop

Toconsi de~r: The importance of cooperation, trade, and water in thes societies How doesthis differ
from whatOgjoing on in other parts of the world.

Sepgember 6: Lecture/Discussion: Puebdo Culture
Reading: Horgan Electronic Resrves
Toconsider: What role doesthe physical environmert play on the creaton of culture. How differert are
the Puel os thanyour previous ideasabout Indians?
September 11: Lecture/Discussion: Contact

Reading: White, 5-26
Milner42-81

D/IA/IWDY ou are either a Spanish soldier who fights with Coronado writing hometo your parents or a
young boy from Zuni Puedo sert running to the next Puel o to warnthem about the Sparish. Describe
the initial contactbetweenthe two cultures

September 13: Lecure/Discussion: The Sparish Sauthweg

Reading: White, 27-53

To consider: From what you remember from Americanhistory, how would compare contrag the
colonization of the Sauthwed with that of the Eag Coast. Think broady about the differencesin society,
culture, environmert, ecanomics, and social structuresof both the colonizers and the colonized How
might these initial distinctions impactwhat would come next?



September 18: Lecure/Discussion: AmericanExplorations

Reading: Barth, Lewis and Clark
Milner, 82-155 (Pick 1 of the 4 historical essays ard be preparedto
discussit in detail)
White, 57-64, 119-136 (Think like a historianand ak yourself why
White organizedthis section of his book this way)

Toconsider: In addition to the above, letDghink about the differencesin Americanvs. Spanish
exploration. LetDdegn to change the way we think about these initial contacts and how they each
represent anew erain Native and Anglo cultures How do thes far-flung placesin much larger empires
take on such importance?

D/A/W B Historiography Assignmert postedto Discussion List

Sepgember 20: Lecture/Discussion: The War for MexicanIndependence and the Crisis of the Sparish
Sauthwed

Reading: Milner, 156-181 (Readthe Hietala essay first)

To Consider:

1) Cathy Pauson, who wrote her |.S. on Hawaii lag year, arguedthat the acquisition of Hawaii
wasthe logical extension of what she described asContinertal Imperialism. Considerthe
readngsin Milnerand review the appropriate sections of White and be preparedto argue for
against the Pauson Thess.

2) In whatways wasthe War for MexicanIndeperdencetiedto the legacy of the Sparish
Sauthwed?

Sepgember 25: Lecure/Discussion: The Americarns (Oregon, Mormons, and Manifes Dediny)
Reading: White, 61-84, 163-169

To consider: Consideryour own experience playing the Oregon Trail Game. How accurate do you think

the gamesmalkersrecreated some of the decisions and outcomesof those decisions. Who would pack up

everything and move acrass a continert? Why? Is wanderlust part of the American character or are there
larger cultural forcesat work here?

D/IA/IW DB The Way Weg Bpostedto Woodle

September 27: Lecure/Discussion: Texasand the MexicanAmericanWar
Reading: Review White, 64-69, 77-84
To consider: The Mexican Governmert aking Americans to settlein Far EagernMexico asastrategy to
prevent Americanaggression Bworst foreign policy ever?
October 2: Lecture/Discussion: The IndianWars
Reading: White, 85-108

Calloway, Our Hearts Fell to the Ground

To consider: Go backand review Turner and Limerick and be preparedto discuss the Indian Warsin the
context of the Turner Theds and the Limerick Thess. Pick out appropriate pasagesfrom Calloway ard
sharewhy you think they are importart.



October 4: Lecture/Discussion: Varishing Americans

Reading: White, 108-118
Calloway, Our Hearts Fell to the Ground

To consider: The sole philosophy of the United StatesQindian policy from 1789 to 1933 wasthe
elimination of the Indian

D/A/W B Conflict betweenNative peoplesand whitesb postedto Discussion List

October 9: Lecture/Discussion: Rarchers and Farmers Texas

Reading: White, 137-154
Milner, 238-267

Toconsider: Think about the classic conflictin wegernfilmswhere the ranch owner fi ghts the settlersfor
control overthe range. Review Worster and think about what these conflicts reveal about the nature of the
wegern economy.

October 11:  Lecture/Discussion: The Johnson County War

Reading: White, 155-178

To consider: With whatyou have learned about the structure of territorial governmert, were everts like
the Johnson County and Lincoln County Warsinevitade?What wasthe larger legacy of the long
teriitorial apprerticesip?

October 16: Fall Break

October 18:  Lecture/Discussion: Billy the Kid and Wyatt Earp: What Wedern HeroesTell Us About
Americans

Reading: Milner, 195-247

To consider: Why have gererations of Americars (ard otherg glorifiedwegern violerce,

October 23:  Lecture/Discussion: Buffalo Bill and the Origins of the Mythic Weg
Reading: Electonic ReervesReadngs: White, Athearn, Nash Smith

To consider: Whose portrayal of the Weg TurnerOor CodyOsiashadthe most laging legacy? Be
preparedto debate the topic.

D/A/W B The origins of the Mythic Weg Bpostedto Discussion List

October 25:  Lecture/Discussion: Wedern Minersand Mining

Reading: White, 179-211
Milner, 303-340

Toconsider: In what ways doesan extracive ecanomy and a strainedinfragructure impactthe social and
cultural developmert of the AmericanWed.

October 30: Group Exercise: The Racial Weg

To consider: How doesoneOsaceand gerder limit their world?



November 1: Lecture/Discussion: Wedern PditicsB Suf rage/Populists/Progressivism

Reading: Review White, 155-178
White, 353-457

To consider: How did wegern stateterritorial experience allow/make necesary the political reforms
that came out of the Weg?
November 6: Lecture/Discussion: Seling the Myth: Wegern Tourism

Reading: Electronic Resrves Athearn,
To consider: Is this the point when The Wed jumped the shark?

November 8: Lecture/Discussion/Screeing: Depression, Dust, and the New Deal
Reading: Milner, 379-415
White, 461-495

To consider: Whatisthe message of The Plow That Brokethe Plains (which we will watchin class) how
doesit contradct or reinforce ideasabout wesgernhistory and wegernheritage
November 13: Lecture/Discussion: World War

Reading: Milner 416-453
White, 496-533
Electronic Resrves Nash Selectons

To consider: Historian Gerad Nash hasarguedthatit is World War |1 and not the closing of the frontier
that marks the turning point in wegern history; is he right?

November 15: Lecture/Discussion: The Cold War Wesg
Reading: Sekcions from Ferrdund White, 576-612

Toconsider: HistorianLisa McGirr arguesthat the dominance of the military-industrial complexin the
wedern statescreateda political climat that mace it ripe for the rise of modern conservatism. She relies
primarily on Richard WhiteO$tOsraur Misfortune to inform her argumert. What do you think?

November 20: Lecture/Discussion/Screeing: The Wedern

Reading: Electonic Resrves Sekctions Slotkin, Gunfighter Nation
Aquila, Wanted Dead or Alive
Tompkins, Weg of Everything

To consider: How have wedgernersserved associal touchstonesard reactions to changesin American
culture?

November 24: Tharksgiving Break



November 27: Lecture/Discussion: The Environmertal Movemert
Reading: Stoll, U.S. Environmentalism since 1945

Toconsider: Why isit thatthe environmertal movement is so associated with the AmericanWeg?
D/A/W B The Wegern Environmert Bpostedto Discussion List

November 29: Lecture/Discussion: Sprawl: The Urban Wed

Reading: White, 537-612
Milner, 454-525

To consider: What have beenthe effects (social, economic, political) of urbansprawl? What are the
connections betweentecmology and sprawl? Canyou think of aneagerncity thatis wegernin characer?

December 4: Lecture/Discussion: Wedern Myth in American Culture

Reading: White, 613-632
Milner, 526-556
Electonic Resrves Readngs from Cowboysand Indians and Wild Weg

To consider: Why have Americans settled upon the westernexperience asthe crucial explaration for the
Americancharecter?
December 6: Discussion: The Contemporary Weg

Reading: Electonic Resrves
Sekctons from The New Wedern Politics
Timaothy Egan, seleciedarticles
lan Frazier, selectons

Toconsider: Is the Wed aregon? If so how hasit survivedin a post-frontier certury? If not, then why
arewe still talking about it?

Final Exam given accordi ng to Schedule of Classes



